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Our Mission
The Friends of the Delaware Canal 

is an independent, non-profit 
organization working to restore, 

preserve, and improve the  
Delaware Canal and  

its surroundings.

Our primary goals are to ensure 
that the Canal is fully watered  
from Easton to Bristol and the  
towpath trail is useable over its  

entire length. 

 We embrace this mission in order  
to sustain a unique link to  

our heritage, protect beautiful and  
diverse natural areas, provide  
recreational and educational 
opportunities, and enable the  

Canal to serve as a community  
and economic asset. 

“Something has to be done!”

Betty Orlemann—A Force for Nature 
“Something has to be done” indeed. This 
short but telling quote from the founder of 
the Friends of the Delaware Canal, Betty 
Orlemann, set the tone for the vision and 
purpose of this organization. 

In 1977, Betty and her young family 
took up residence in an old farmhouse on 
River Road in Smithtown adjacent to the 
Delaware Canal. Seeing the disrepair and 
neglect of the Canal, bridges, and tow-
path, she organized volunteers to get to 
work, doing what they could to improve 
the Canal and its surroundings. This small 
early band of volunteers was the start of 
what Betty would call the Friends of the 
Delaware Canal. The Friends had their 
first official meeting in October 1982, and 
by January 1983, they were incorporated. 
One of the first members of this newly Continued on following page  

Betty Orlemann with a “Miles of Mules” sculpture

AND THE PEOPLE WHO MADE IT HAPPEN
Since the formation of the Delaware Canal State Park 

(originally called Roosevelt State Park) in 1940, residents along the 58.9-mile greenway 
have advocated for the restoration and preservation of this vital community asset. Many canals 
throughout the country have been filled in and paved over. The Delaware Canal remains one 
of the last canals capable of being fully watered once again. Many notable people have made 
significant contributions to the Canal over the years. And, while we can’t mention them all, 

we can honor those that left a unique legacy for future generations.

formed non-profit was Virginia Forrest.
Betty was also a founder and Board 

member of the Delaware & Lehigh Na-
tional Heritage Corridor (D & L) and the 
creative inspiration behind the Miles of 
Mules art installation. In 2009, Betty was 
presented with the first Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award from the D & L National 
Heritage Corridor. 

Virginia Forrest—Crusading Conservationist
Virginia O. Ranson Forrest was a lifelong 
conservationist. In the 1970s, as a member 
of the Delaware Valley Protective Associa-
tion (DVPA), a precursor to the Friends, 
Virginia, along with Will Rivinus, Hal 
Clark, and C.P. Yoder, were instrumental 
in attaining the designation of National 
Historic Landmark for the Delaware Ca-
nal. This recognition helps preserve and 
protect the Canal and towpath today.

Virginia passed away in 1991; however, 
her legacy lives on. A popular recreation 
area along the Canal in New Hope bears 
her name, and she was the catalyst behind 
several other important conservation-
minded groups. 

Ms. Forrest founded the Bucks County 
Conservation Alliance and the Bucks 
County Audubon Society. And at the 
age of 83, she received the Conservation 
Service Award, the highest honor given 
to a citizen by the U.S. Department of the 
Interior.
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We dedicate this issue of Canal News to the many Delaware Canal supporters and volunteers, 
past and present, who are committed to preserving and protecting this historic greenway.
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OUR BUSINESS  
AND ORGANIZATION 
MEMBERS
 
Learn more about these 
Friends. Click on their links 
at fodc.org.

FOUNDER 
Tinicum Civic Association 

BENEFACTOR
Stephan Design and Construction,  
   Point Pleasant

PATRON 
Acadia Mortgage, LLC, Chalfont 
  
Benefit Watch, Inc., Yardley 

HollyHedge Estate, New Hope

Newtown Bicycle Shop 

William B. Parry & Son, Ltd.,  
   Langhorne 

MEMBER
Ahlum Gallery, Pipersville  

AshLynn Distillery, Morrisville

Appalachian Mountain Club –  
   Delaware Valley Chapter 

Bucks County Cottage  
   on the Delaware, Yardley 

Delaware River Pedal and Paddle

Edgar H. Denson, Post #79  
   American Legion, New Hope  

First National Bank & Trust  
   Company of Newtown  

T. Foster & Co., Inc., Yardley 

Homestead General Store &  
    Coffee Roasters, Upper  

Black Eddy

Liberty Bell Wanderers,  
   Philadelphia 

Marcline Sheet Metal, Inc,  
   Levittown

McCaffrey’s Markets, Yardley  

Pete’s Bike & Fitness Shoppe,  
   Flemington, NJ 

Roll-Off Dumpster Direct,  
   Philadelphia, PA 

Washington Crossing Insurance 
   Group

Friends of the Delaware Canal,” said Rep-
resentative Brian Fitzpatrick during Susan’s 
retirement celebration. “For over 30 years, 
Susan helped preserve and protect this 
Canal, which helps link our community 
to our shared history and our area’s natural 
beauty…let us honor her legacy of dedi-
cated service to this historic treasure.”

Something has To Be Done!, cont’d

Zabel Davis—Making it happen
Zabel Davis, Friends’ fundraiser extraor-
dinaire, never ran from a challenge. So, 
when the Friends and the Park determined 
that the Canal needed some major excava-
tion work, Zabel marshaled efforts to raise 
money for a dredging machine. 

This equipment had a price tag of 
$100,000, a figure that would scare most 
from pursuing this acquisition. But un-
daunted, Zabel made up her mind and 
began raising funds by any means possible. 

Through her efforts, and those of Friends 
members, the Pledge for the Dredge was a 
success. It took three years and numerous 
fundraising activities including cookbook 
sales, barge parties, and teas. Pennsylvania 
gratefully accepted the donation, the larg-
est amount raised by an organization for a 
state project.

Susan Taylor—A Legacy of Service
Susan began her relationship with the 
Friends as a volunteer, helping wherever 
she could to support their efforts. Her en-
thusiasm and commitment led the Friends 
to offer Susan the position of Executive 
Director of the organization, a position 
she held for 30 years. Now retired, Susan’s 
legacy continues to inspire us all.

During Susan’s tenure, much was accom-
plished. Camelback bridges were rebuilt, 
interpretive signs were installed, and the 
Locktender’s House was restored. Susan 
also created the Loop Trails, a popular 
way to travel and explore both sides of the 
Delaware River and two Canals.

“Since 1991, Susan Taylor has served as 
the Executive Director of the non-profit Continued on following page  
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Susan Taylor leads a Canal Walk

Will Rivinus, author and historian

Will Rivinus—Historian, Author, and Devoted 
Canal Promoter
Much of the interest in the historical and 
ecological importance of the Delaware 
Canal can be attributed to the lifelong 
dedication of Will Rivinus. “I went on up 
the towpath to Easton, and I said this area 
is phenomenal. It has a slice of the Atlantic 
coast of America” said Rivinus in a recent 
interview. “You really need a book about 
the Delaware Canal. It's fascinating.” And 
so, Will did just that, he wrote a book. 

The Wayfarer Guide to the Delaware Canal 
was first published in 1964. In all, Will 
wrote and published eight editions of the 
book which included photographs from 
Louis Comfort Tiffany, who liked to take 
canal excursions on his boat, the Molly-
Polly Chucker.

Will’s enthusiasm didn’t stop at writing 
about the Canal. In 1987, he led the first 
Canal Walk, a tradition that continues to-
day. His tireless advocacy has been recog-
nized by both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives of Pennsylvania. 
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Volunteers doing an in-water clean-up of the Canal.

Illustration by gifted artist Dennis Gerhart

Dennis Gerhart—Illustrator Extraordinaire
No one could draw a mule like Dennis Gerhart. And he 
shared his love of these creatures and the Canal through 
his numerous illustrations, children’s books and field trip 
classes. 

Dennis was an industrial designer by training. But it was 
his talent for interpreting historic structures and scenes that 
enhanced our understanding of the inner workings of the 
Canal. Dennis Scholl, an author and Education Manager at 
the Delaware & Lehigh Heritage Corridor said Dennis “was 
a unique person who not only was a master illustrator but 
also a man who truly understood history and could interpret 
it accurately, with great precision through his art. His art 
ref lected that. He drew the best mules I have ever seen.”

Dennis may be gone from us too soon, but he left be-
hind an archive of material that will continue to educate, 
inform, and amuse future generations. 

Pete Sperry—Creator of Landmark and Mileage Chart
When Pete Sperry participated in his first Canal Walk, 
sponsored annually by the Friends of the Delaware Canal, 
he was full of “where” questions. There were no reliable 
mile markers or any accurate way of knowing where you 
were and how far you had traveled.

So, in 2002, Pete began the challenging task of docu-
menting and setting distances along the towpath trail. His 
approach was two-pronged. The mile marker situation 
had to be corrected, and a detailed chart of mileage and 
landmarks needed to be developed. 

Today, his Landmarks and Mileage Chart has proven 
to be an invaluable resource for visitors, educators, and 
park staff. The information on the chart is color-coded to 
highlight key structures and features along the way. And 
it includes latitude/longitude coordinates that visitors can 
use to plot their course with a mapping program (like 
Google Maps).

William Taylor—Artist and Early Friend
Before the Friends of the Delaware Canal came into being, 
there was the Delaware Valley Protective Association, and 
William Taylor was its first president. Formed in 1933, the 
DVPA was responsible for encouraging the state to restore 
and maintain the Canal. Later, the organization was also 
responsible for securing an essential historic national land-
mark designation, protecting the Canal and towpath for 
generations to come.

In 1939, Taylor launched a magazine titled Towpath 
Magazine, a monthly publication dedicated to preserving 
“the beauty and value of the valley.” He wrote numerous 
articles focused on nature and the environment.

As an artist, William Taylor was considered part of the 
New Hope Impressionist School. He was well known for 
his landscapes and a depiction of Washington crossing  
the Delaware. His works can be found at the Corcoran 
Gallery and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Other notable Canal Supporters
While many people have been a positive inf luence on the 
Canal, here are a few whose contributions made a lasting 
impact on the Friends as well.

Dave Heckler, a former State legislator, was instrumental 
in encouraging the state to buy the Locktender’s House 
and lease it to the Friends. The Friends, in turn, restored 
the house and maintain it as their headquarters and canal 
museum.

Robert F. Pierson was the founder of the Heritage Founda-
tion and an early Friends supporter. He developed a data-
base of Canal neighbors, a vital mailing list used to drive 
interest and membership.

C.P. Yoder, author of Delaware Canal Journal and a found-
ing member of the Delaware Valley Protective Associa-
tion. Yoder, along with Will Rivinus, Virginia Forrest and 
Hal Clark, lobbied for and secured the National Historic 
Landmark designation for the Canal and towpath.

Canal Tenders and Volunteers
From Bristol to Easton, residents understand the value of 
the Canal and towpath which connects communities with 
each other and with nature. 

However, our Canal Tenders are at the heart of main-
taining the towpath for all to enjoy. Each one has a desig-
nated section of the path they maintain, keeping it clean 
and visitor friendly. They often go above and beyond, 
removing large amounts of trash and debris and alerting 
the Friends and park staff of critical issues.

Every year, we welcome a new season with a Canal 
Clean-up Day. One hundred plus volunteers descend on 
the towpath with bags, gloves, and tools in hand to clear 
the way for the arrival of spring.

The Canal Tenders, seasonal volunteers, and financial 
supporters of the Friends all work to preserve and protect 
this important landmark. They carry on the legacy of so 
many others who came before us and set an example for 
future generations to follow. 
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The tradition continues in 2022 with 
our Annual Canal Walk, which will 
span six Saturdays in September and 
October.

Several construction projects may 
block the way, but the Friends’ 35th 
Annual Canal Walk will return to tra-
dition as we walk the Delaware Canal 
towpath from Easton to Bristol, with a 
few detours along the way. 

We look forward to seeing all the 
sights, including the towering Nocka-
mixon Cliffs, the pumpkin patch at 
Trauger’s Farm, the historic hamlets 

of Smithtown and Lumberville and 
getting a taste of colonial history at 
Washington Crossing Park. The Walk 
is always an adventure, made even bet-
ter by autumn’s splendor.     

We will post details for the sections 
and dates of the Canal Walk on our 
website and on Facebook. Canal 
walkers are welcome to join us for a 
half-day or full-day on any or all of 
the six walks. There is no better way 
to discover the Delaware Canal than 
by taking a walk along the towpath in 
the company of friends.

ANNUAL CANAL WALK

DELAWARE CANAL 
MUSIC FESTIVAL
SATURDAY, JULY 23, 2022
11:00 AM– 8:00 PM 
(Rain date: Sat., July 30, 2022) 

Join us for a music festival benefiting 
the Friends of the Delaware Canal at 
Tinicum Park in Upper Black Eddy! 
Celebrate and support our beauti-
ful Delaware Canal with live music, 
crafts, food, and local beer and wine 
vendors!

Featuring a great musical lineup including:
• Boris Garcia
• Barleyjuice
• Pure Jerry
• Karmic Repair Company
• J.B. Kline Band
• Blue Wave Ramblers

Tickets are $25.00 for the day. Chil-
dren under 12 years of age are free.
Purchase Tickets on our website at 
fodc.org/event/wxpn-welcomes-
concert-for-the-canal/. 

If you have any questions, please call 
the Friends at 215-862-2021 or email 
us at friends@fodc.org.

Friends, Food and Music. What could 
be better? Gonna be an awesome day!

PADDLING ON 
THE CANAL IS BACK

We will have three paddling events 
this year in July, August, and 
September. The first date is July 15. 
Future dates will be announced.

Locations will vary, however due to 
damage from the spring storms, most 
paddle events will likely be from 
Washington Crossing South.

TIME: 10 A.M.–12:30 PM
Katie Martens, Park Educator, will 
lead the roundtrip journeys after 
instructing everyone on kayaking 
safety and technique. As we paddle, 
sounds and sights will surround us 
as we experience the Canal from an 
in-water perspective. 

Watch for our Facebook and email 
updates to register for these events. 

Reservations will be accepted once the 
dates are announced. If you are planning 
to use Park equipment, a $10 per person 
donation is requested payable on the day 
of the event. If you bring your own boat, 
the number will be limited to four. We 
request participants attend one paddle per 
season to allow more people the experience 
of being on the canal.

Upcoming Events

Join in Canal Walk 2022 and enjoy the views.    

Paddling on the Canal is cool in more ways than one! 
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WELCOMES
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Upcoming Events

This crew caught a really big one. In search of more trash to bag.

7

A Celebration of the Arts and History Along the Delaware Canal

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2
The Friends of the Delaware Canal will host its 12th Annual Faces and 
Places – A Celebration of Arts and History along the Delaware Canal on 
Sunday, October 2.  

A tour of little known and seldom seen spots in downtown New Hope 
will be followed by dinner at the newly recreated Olde Stone Restaurant 
(formerly Marsha Brown’s).   

Faces and Places will begin at 3:00 p.m. at the Locktender’s House at 
145 S. Main Street in New Hope. 

FACES & PLACES, NEW HOPE 

SOMMER’S BRIDGE RESTORATION:
THE FAMILY LEGACY LIVES ON

The Sommer’s Bridge Restoration, which started in May, became a more 
complicated project. Additional timbers were identified as needing replace-
ment, increasing the time and materials needed to complete the job. Most of 
the initial required funding was donated by the Sommer’s Family, along with 
contributions from other generous donors. Donations and additional funding 
will be needed to finance the completed project.

Canal Clean-up day 2022 was a BIG success, and  
reports from our Canal Clean-up Volunteers are in...

“The morning was a lot of fun, and it was nice meeting some 
new people. And, we had a few walkers thank us, which re-
ally makes it all the more worthwhile! It was a very successful 
Canal Clean-up Day!” —Barb Dalglish

“Well that was fun! This group worked well together, and 
oddly, three of our four volunteers are users of the canal, but 
none were from our immediate area. It was a very productive 
morning, mild weather, everyone happy to be able to contrib-
ute.” —Charlie Bozzo.

After two years of COVID protocols, we were finally able to 
gather in teams to clean-up the canal and towpath. And while 
f looding may have postponed the clean-up in the northern 
sections of the towpath, in the south, it was all hands on-deck 
and paddles in the water on April 9. Most of the northern 
clean-ups took place during the following weeks.

Over the course of our clean-up activities, more than one 
hundred volunteers divided and conquered some of the most 
troublesome spots on the towpath. In less than 4 hours, the 
teams gathered 90 bags of trash (give or take) along with a 
shopping cart, a swimming pool, and lots of debris. Along 
the way, our volunteers took pictures of problem areas, haz-
ards, and dump sites. We provided this vital input to the 

park staff for further investigation and resolution. When we 
work together, we can accomplish a great deal. And, coop-
eration was certainly evident during this annual clean-up. 
Volunteers assisted where they were needed most and got to 
know another section of the canal along with its neighbors.

From the comments we received, all participants were hap-
py to participate and make a difference. So, until next year, 
see you on a cleaner, more welcoming towpath!

WE BAGGED IT!
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Construction of the Delaware Division of the Penn-
sylvania Canal system began in 1827 and was completed 
by 1832. The quick work created a less than water-wor-
thy structure and the canal quickly required additional 
funding and manpower to keep the boats af loat.

However leaky the original design, it included many fea-
tures and mechanisms that can still be seen today. In fact, 
some are still in use. 

From Bristol, the Delaware Canal rises 165 feet above 
sea level in Easton. This elevation change was overcome 
using 23 lift locks. Other structures along the canal 
included: 10 aqueducts, 21 waste gates, 8 stop gates, 27 
overf lows, 125 bridges, 1 weigh lock at Easton, 1 outlet 
lock and 1 tide lock. With careful restoration, preserva-
tion and maintenance locks, waste gates, and bridges add 
to the historic value of this natural resource.

The canal structure itself is called the prism. Its name 
comes from the shape, being narrower on the bottom and 
wider on top, creating a “prism.” The bed of the canal 
was generally lined with clay, but in the haste of con-
struction, other more porous materials were put to use.
Waste gates and stop gates my sound similar but they 
serve two different functions. Waste gates are used to 
lower the water level in the canal (eliminating extra or 
“waste” water). Stop gates are used to divert water back 
into the river, protecting the canal downstream from 
f looding. During times of torrential rains, these gates are 
vital to preserving not only the canal structure but neigh-
boring property as well.

Overf lows or spillways are also used to control the level 
of the canal. During the recent rainstorms and Ida, these 
spillways became so inundated with water, that pedes-
trians could not pass for fear of being swept away. On a 
normal day, bikers, hikers and walkers alike may get a bit 
wet but they can easily cross these concreate structures. 
By far, the most complex mechanism along the canal 
is the lift lock. Locks are essentially elevators for canal 
boats. These enclosures were either filled with water or 
emptied, depending on whether the canal boat was trav-

eling upstream (higher elevation) or downstream (lower 
elevation.) The lock chamber consisted of a f loor, two 
walls and lock gates at either end. It was filled or emptied 
using openings in the lock gates, called wickets. (cont’d 
next page)

Steps to locking in when going downstream:
1.   If the lock is empty, the lower miter gates are closed. 

The lock is then filled with water by opening the 
wickets (rotating valves) in the bottom section of the 
upper gates.

2.   When the lock is full, the upper miter gates are 
opened, and the canal boat enters.

3.   The wickets in the upper gates are shut, and the upper 
miter gates are fully closed.

4.   The wickets in the lower gate are opened, and the level 
of the water in the lock is dropped until it is the same as 
the water level below the lock, lowering the boat.

5.   When the water levels match, the lower miter gates 
are opened and the canal boat is pulled out of the lock 
and continues on its southward journey.

Lift locks have been in use for centuries in China as 
well as the Netherlands and Belgium. Variations of the 

Anatomy of a Canal 

Installation of a drop gate at the Groundhog Lock. Wickets can be seen below.
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PARK MANAGER’S REPORT

ith spring having sprung, and summer’s heat on the horizon, our 
staff and equipment have yet again taken afield to continue our 

annual duties of conducting maintenance and upkeep, and providing public 
safety and education, within our beloved park. The myriad of challenges 
associated in operating a park of this size and complexity continue, but 
we work diligently to meet our goals and fulfill our mission with continued 
support from the communities we serve. 

Staffing: Currently the park has several seasonal maintenance vacancies 
and other opportunities may exist. Interested persons should contact our 
park office at 610-982-5560.

Aquatic Invasive Management: The park has been awarded a grant 
from NOAA to complete field surveys identifying target species and man-
agement areas with special consideration for habitat value, operational 
integrity, and recreational use of the canal. 

New Equipment: Purchase orders for new mowing equipment will sup-
plement our current operations. In the meantime, staff has begun normal 
seasonal mowing operations, and is working through delays due to equip-
ment down time. We appreciate your patience and look forward to the new 
deliveries.
 
Water: In the north, staff has sent water as far south as possible, to 
approximately Kintnersville, before the impasse at High Falls Creek. In the 

south, our staff has been working diligently to keep the canal at a consis-
tent water level. Staff and management rely on weather forecasts to gauge 
how much water should be flowing out of the canal at a given time, and 
weather patterns this spring have proven to be a challenge. 

Sommer’s Bridge: Work at Sommer’s Bridge is moving forward, thanks 
to generous support from the Friends of the Delaware Canal! One of the 
few remaining authentic camelback truss bridges, a maintenance condi-
tion discovered at Sommer’s in January forced its closure. 

 There are many other projects that are in some phase of construction.  
Some are out to bid, others are awaiting final design approvals.  Some 
projects will be completed by the park staff.

Other projects include:

 •  MP 53-59 Berm & Trail Flood Repairs
 •  Sunday Road Bridge Replacement
 •  Highfalls Creek Sub-Canal Culvert Replacement
 •  Spahr’s Authentic Camelback Truss Bridge 
 •  Tohickon Aqueduct Repair
 •  Lumbersville Aqueduct over Paunacussing Creek

Thank you all for your continued support. See you on the towpath!

W

By Brian Heath 

standard lock can be 
found in the Theodore 
Roosevelt Recreation 
area, where two locks, 
Locks 22 and 23, were 
combined into one. At 
the beginning of the 
canal in the north, is a 
Weigh Lock in Easton. 
At the southernmost 
point along the canal is 
a Tidal Lock in Bristol.

Aqueducts are another 
important feature of the 
Delaware Canal. There 

are 10 aqueducts along the length of the waterway. Recent storm damage 
caused two of these structures to weaken or collapse entirely. Replace-
ments and repairs are being planned for the aqueducts in Point Pleasant and 
Lumberville. When still in use as a transportation corridor, the aqueducts 
on the canal transversed streams carrying not only water but the boats as 
well. In later years, when commercial use stopped, these structures became 
a favorite watering hole of local bathers. 

Anatomy of a Canal cont’d 

Inner workings of a waste gate
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WELCOME NEW FRIENDS
Mark Allen
Ken Andrews
Michael Antolino
Sandi Bowker
Matthew Brittenburg
Laura Canfield
Craig Caldwell
Zbigniew & Czeslawa Czajkowski
John Danaher
Barbara Drew
Drew Desky & Dane Levens
Denise Edelblut
Veronica Fielding
Bruce Groves
Sally & Richard Henriques
Kathy Hubert
Carrie Hufnal
Joseph & Margaret Hunter
Jose Izirarry
Charles Jervis
Mark Kearney
Lorraine Kelly
Jodi King
Peter Krais & Susan Higgins-Krais
Kathryn Leahey
Stuart Lerner

Jim & Maria Lofaso
Barbara Long
Doug Longden
Jonathan Love
Elizabeth Lucy 
Clifford Montgomery
Linda & Kevin Morrissey
Frank & Joanne Mutolo
Lauren & Geoffrey Phelps
The Sichel Family
Robert Stout
Tim Thomas
Diane Van Schoyck
Kim & Wayne Vaccaro
Charles & Trista Walker
Gay Vietzke & David Moore
Glen Volz
Ellen & Brett Warren
Allison Warren
Jason Windawi
Robert Wing
April Woodall & Edward Carpitella

New Business Members
AshLynn Distillery
Marcline Sheet Metal, Inc

The busy season along the canal and towpath has 
begun. And with it, we anticipate an increased 
number of visitors again this year. Since the start 
of the pandemic, the Delaware Canal State Park 
recorded unprecedented increases in park users. 
In 2021 alone, park attendance increased nearly 
30%. We are happy to see so many people taking 
advantage of the Canal towpath, however this surge 
has created some friction among visitors. Navigat-
ing the crowds on foot or on a bike can be challeng-
ing, so here are some helpful tips to keep in mind.  

CYCLING SAFELY: Cyclists of all kinds, should be aware of the rules of 
the road or towpath. This means yielding to other towpath users including 
walkers, joggers, dog folks and horseback riders. Please be sure to 
announce your approach when passing others. This will ensure everyone 
enjoys their towpath experience.

SLOW IT DOWN: When biking along the towpath, be sure to slow down 
when passing other trail users or going through the towns and hamlets 
along the way. A slower pace not only eliminates the risk of alarm or injury, 
but it encourages a pace ideal for taking in the scenery and wildlife.

MOTORIZED VEHICLES ARE PROHIBITED: Electric bikes (other than 
Class 1), scooters and other modes of motorized transportation are not 
allowed on the towpath. 

 A NEW BRIDGE IN TOWN: Our Loop Trails have 
become very popular and are used by vistors from 
all over the country. This year, we have added a new 
loop to the list, one that connects Pennsylvania and 
New Jersye at the new Scudder Falls Shared Use 
Path that runs parallel to the bridge. The path is 
much wider than those found on other bridges and 
cyclists can ride across.

BE AWARE: The park is only sixty feet wide and 
the towpath is approximately twelve feet wide. So, 
please keep this in mind and avoid wandering onto 

private property. Be mindful of low bridge clearances and limited lines 
of sight, and be prepared to walk a bicycle under these structures when 
necessary or stop to let others pass. When in a group, use no more than 
half of the trail so you don’t block the flow of other users. And to help keep 
the towpath clean, pick-up along the way.

CARRY-IN CARRY-OUT: We all like a clean and trash free outdoor 
experience. It’s important we all do our part. Please take all trash with 
you when you leave the towpath. The park is not equipped with trash 
receptacles and we should all follow the carry-in, carry-out policy.

The Delaware Canal towpath is a very popular destination. It has attracted 
the attention of travel writers and day-trippers alike. Let’s all do what we 
can to ensure trail users have a naturally wonderful experience. 

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN…MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME!
We know many of you have received and responded to our annual Membership Renewal letters and we thank you. 

But, if you have not had a chance to renew your membership, here’s a friendly reminder. If you are able, please send in your contribution to:
Friends of the Delaware Canal at 145 S. Main Street, New Hope, PA 18972. And, we thank you for your support.

 

TOWPATH ETIQUETTE


